Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

the vicinity of a modern steel works. The stack
was usually about thirty-live feet in height and
built of masonry, lined on the inside with a poor
quality of fire-brick. It was square in section,
on the outside, the bottom being about twenty-
four feet each way and the top somewhat smaller,
this depending on the ideas of the man who
designed it. The stack was usually located
against a bluff, the double purpose being to make
construction cheaper by using the hill to reinforce
one side and to enable a patient mule to perform
the functions of a skip hoist by dragging the
ore to the top of the hill* A short bridge
connected the stockhouse with the stack and the
material charged was wheeled from this point
and dumped in at the open top.

Only one or two tuyeres were used, and these
were often on the same side of the stack, next
to the blowing engine. In front was the sand
bed, into which the iron was run, and to one side
the space reserved for roasting the ores. No
water cooling devices were used except at the
tuyeres and the opening in front. It was a
very small proposition compared with what we
are used to at this time, but was, nevertheless,
a source of general .public interest and regarded
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